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clear that any progress toward peace 
must require that Palestinians first 
recognize Israel; second, renounce ter-
rorism; and, third, dismantle the infra-
structure of murder within their midst. 
Then and only then can our Nation ask 
our ally Israel to make the concessions 
necessary for the advancement of 
peace.

f 

REGARDING THE LATEST TAX CUT 

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, last week President Bush signed the 
new tax cut law. That law is going to 
give $93,500 per year to the 200,000 tax-
payers making over $1 million a year 
while the majority of all taxpayers 
would get less than $100 under this new 
Republican tax plan. 

But to rub salt into wounds, there 
was a deliberate decision to deny every 
family whose income is under $26,625 a 
year the child tax credit. That includes 
most of the working class in this coun-
try. It includes nearly all men and 
women in combat. Their earned income 
is not $26,625, so they do not even qual-
ify for the child tax credit and here 
they are putting their lives on the line 
for our country. 

This is unbelievable. The fact is, the 
families of the 12 million children de-
nied this credit do pay taxes. Millions 
of them pay into the Social Security 
trust fund. That is the money we are 
having to borrow to pay for this tax 
cut.

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BASS). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule 
I, the Chair declares the House in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 32 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair.

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. BASS) at 1 o’clock and 2 
minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on the motions to suspend the 
rules on which a recorded vote or the 
yeas and nays are ordered, or on which 
the vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Any RECORD vote on postponed ques-
tions will be taken later today. 

RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING 
ALL WHO PARTICIPATED IN AND 
SUPPORTED OPERATION ENDUR-
ING FREEDOM IN AFGHANISTAN 
AND OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM 
IN IRAQ 
Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 177) 
recognizing and commending the mem-
bers of the United States Armed Forces 
and their leaders, and the allies of the 
United States and their armed forces, 
who participated in Operation Endur-
ing Freedom in Afghanistan and Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom in Iraq and recog-
nizing the continuing dedication of 
military families and employers and 
defense civilians and contractors and 
the countless communities and patri-
otic organizations that lent their sup-
port to the Armed Forces during those 
operations, as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H. CON. RES. 177

Whereas the September 11, 2001, terrorist 
attacks on the United States, which killed 
thousands of people from the United States 
and other countries in New York, Virginia, 
and Pennsylvania, inaugurated the Global 
War on Terrorism; 

Whereas the intelligence community 
quickly identified Al Qaeda as a terrorist or-
ganization with global reach and the Presi-
dent determined that United States national 
security required the elimination of the Al 
Qaeda terrorist organization; 

Whereas the Taliban regime of Afghanistan 
had long harbored Al Qaeda, providing mem-
bers of that organization a safe haven from 
which to attack the United States and its 
friends and allies, and the refusal of that re-
gime to discontinue its support for inter-
national terrorism and surrender Al Qaeda’s 
leaders to the United States made it a threat 
to international peace and security; 

Whereas Saddam Hussein and his regime’s 
longstanding sponsorship of international 
terrorism, active pursuit of weapons of mass 
destruction, use of such weapons against 
Iraq’s own citizens and neighboring coun-
tries, aggression against Iraq’s neighbors, 
and brutal repression of Iraq’s population 
made Saddam Hussein and his regime a 
threat to international peace and security; 

Whereas the United States pursued sus-
tained diplomatic, political, and economic 
efforts to remove those threats peacefully; 

Whereas on October 7, 2001, the Armed 
Forces of the United States and its coalition 
allies launched military operations in Af-
ghanistan, designated as Operation Enduring 
Freedom, that quickly caused the collapse of 
the Taliban regime, the elimination of Af-
ghanistan’s terrorist infrastructure, and the 
capture of significant and numerous mem-
bers of Al Qaeda; 

Whereas on March 19, 2003, the Armed 
Forces of the United States and its coalition 
allies launched military operations, des-
ignated as Operation Iraqi Freedom, that 
quickly caused the collapse of Saddam Hus-
sein’s regime, the elimination of Iraq’s ter-
rorist infrastructure, the end of Iraq’s illicit 
and illegal programs to acquire weapons of 
mass destruction, and the capture of signifi-
cant international terrorists; 

Whereas in those two campaigns in the 
Global War on Terrorism, as of May 1, 2003, 
nearly 330,000 members of the United States 
Armed Forces, comprised of active, reserve, 
and National Guard members and units, had 
deployed for Operation Enduring Freedom 
and Operation Iraqi Freedom; 

Whereas as of May 1, 2003, some 224,500 Re-
serve and National Guard members of the 
Armed Forces had been called to active duty 
in support of Operation Enduring Freedom 
and Operation Iraqi Freedom; 

Whereas in the conduct of Operation En-
during Freedom and Operation Iraqi Free-
dom, as of May 1, 2003, 67 military 
servicemembers and other United States per-
sonnel had given their lives in Afghanistan 
and 140 had been lost in Iraq, while over 700 
had been wounded and 8 were held as pris-
oners of war; 

Whereas success in those two campaigns in 
the Global War on Terrorism would not have 
been possible without the dedication, cour-
age, and service of the members of the 
United States Armed Forces and the mili-
tary and irregular forces of the friends and 
allies of the United States; 

Whereas the support, love, and commit-
ment from the families of United States 
service personnel participating in those two 
operations, as well as that of the commu-
nities and patriotic organizations which pro-
vided support through the United Services 
Organization (USO), Operation Dear Abby, 
and Operation UpLink, helped to sustain 
those service personnel and enabled them to 
eliminate significant threats to United 
States national security while liberating op-
pressed peoples from dictatorial regimes; 

Whereas the civilian employees of the De-
partment of Defense, through their hard 
work and dedication, enabled United States 
military forces to quickly and effectively 
achieve the United States military missions 
in Afghanistan and Iraq; 

Whereas the commitment of companies 
making their employees available for mili-
tary service, the creativity and initiative of 
contractors equipping the Nation’s Armed 
Forces with the best and most modern equip-
ment, and the ingenuity of service compa-
nies assisting with the global overseas de-
ployment of the Armed Forces demonstrates 
that the entrepreneurial spirit of the United 
States is an extraordinarily valuable defense 
asset; and 

Whereas the Nation should pause to recog-
nize with appropriate tributes and days of re-
membrance the sacrifice of those members of 
the Armed Forces who died or were wounded 
in Operation Enduring Freedom and Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom, as well as all who 
served in or supported either of those oper-
ations: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That Congress—

(1) conveys its deepest sympathy and con-
dolences to the families and friends of the 
members of United States and coalition 
forces who have been injured, wounded, or 
killed during Operation Enduring Freedom 
and Operation Iraqi Freedom; 

(2) commends President George W. Bush, 
Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld, 
and United States Central Command com-
mander General Tommy Franks, United 
States Army, for their planning and execu-
tion of enormously successful military cam-
paigns in Operation Enduring Freedom and 
Operation Iraqi Freedom; 

(3) expresses its highest commendation and 
most sincere appreciation to the members of 
the United States Armed Forces who partici-
pated in Operation Enduring Freedom and 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, including the 
members of the organizational elements 
specified in section 2 of this resolution; 

(4) commends the Department of Defense 
civilian employees and the defense con-
tractor personnel whose skills made possible 
the equipping of the greatest Armed Force in 
the annals of modern military endeavor; 

(5) calls upon communities across the Na-
tion—
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